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County County mulling special election on 
term limits, council size, partisan politics 


by Lisa Church 
contributing writer 
Should Grand County retarr partisan politics” St 
reduced to five member | i t-lar ute’ St 
rently bar coum 
Voters could have 
if some county ¢ 
pecial election — whi 
county s form of government 
Fur months, the sr 
Jim Lewis points out that th 
ppen to the public, such as th 
vernmoent } it been di 
it council workshops, or regular meetings 
It hasn't been listed la 
Some council members ha 
ect until legal questions regardir 
But in a KZMU radi 
with its options for petting the 
Some of the proposed change 
term limits - could be mad iple 
e the voters. But tt 


year, a group of bocal cit 
initiative that would let voters decide whethe 
and eliminate districts, making 
initiative is already slated for the Novem 

But council member Rex Tanner 

hanges to the council such as reducing tt 
years to fully implement if the voters do not 
lectior 
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Technology improvements mean 
more business for Grand County 


US. Department of Transportation (DOT) officials (Part 1 of a 2- 
suid Tuesday part series) 
John McCamant, transportation industry ar by Lisa Tay lor 


lyst for the DOT, said his age to mail t contributing 
Grand County a summary of prope m the fiv writer 


Five proposals for 
essential air service 
expected soon 


by Lisa Church 
contributing writer 
M 


A decision on who will provide abs 


interested airlines within t 
then wait two weeks for the y ti h 
DOT of its preference. At that point, McCamant 
said, the agency could issue a contract im Septen 
ber 

The issue of who will provide Grand County's 
EAS service has been up in the air for the past sev 
eral months duc te questions surrounding congres 
sional funding for the program, per passenger 
proposed in the airline bids, and time required t 
process the submitted bids. The DOT was me te 
requesting community input a fow Weeks ago, wher 
the «tate of Arizona told the DOT that it wants its 
EAS provided by one carrier. That request threw 
mother kink in the proce because several of thi 
tirlines interested in servicin, yonlands Field 
submitted flight sched 
tween Moab and Page, Ar 

We told (Arizona! we wor “| t 
tona cases from the Uta use McCamant said 
Thon we asked the airlines to resubmit their bid 
proposals based on the change. All five resubr 
ted 

Most airlines submitted more thar 
iuse they proposed different service alternat 
For instance, Salmon Air submitted 10 different bid 


for as many different service alternatives, includ 


è the Ar 


ing either two or three daily roundtrip flights fr 
Moab to Salt Lake City, and a route that provid 
service from Moab to Salt Lake City through Ver 
nal, Great Lakes Airlines currently provides s 
vice both to Moab and to Vernal, and EAS contract 
for both cities are now up for renewal 

But before a final decision can be made, DOT 
officials must still solve the problem of per passen 
ger subsidies. Federal law prohibits the agency from 
paying more than $200 per passenger in EAS sub 
sidies, but McCamant said some of the bid propos 
als exceed the $200 limit 

The Grand County Airport Board, and the 
county council have already expressed support for 
Mesa Airlines (also known as Air Midwest, but that 


School District to hold first of 
agra panies ay oes quarterly open forums on Aug. 6 


negotiated with the DOT. Currently, McCamant Grand County Schoo! District will begin holding quarterly 

said, all five airlines — Mesa, Great Lakes Airlines Open Forums and the first one will be held August 6, 2003, from 

7:00-8:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Grand County High School 

The purpose of this forum is to provide information to the public 
But he hopes the issue will be settled in the next about issues, programs and plans and also to receive input and abe : 

several months t questions from patrons of Grand County School District. At this A yn th tha Sa 
Were a tong way from making = decision, he meeting, time will be given to discuss the elementary through die local taunits of hith anii DS 

said. “This thing has been sitting on my desk for 5 7. peed DSI 

y eighth grade Monday early outs and other issues tin aa nN 


Salmon Air, Arizona Express, and Scenic Airlines 
are still in the running 


such a long time. It's my number one priority.” 
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